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Because our Community Cares about keeping each other safe.

Community Cares masks are available at

92 James Street - Parry Sound
Monday to Wednesday - 9 a.m. to noon

 COVID-19 has reminded us that we live in a 
community full of wonderful volunteers. When 
it became clear that face coverings could assist 
in slowing the spread of COVID-19, the West 
Parry Sound Health Centre Auxiliary stepped 
up, they coordinated volunteers and started 
sewing masks for distribution.
 To date they have sewn and distributed over 
10,000 masks to our community members. The 
masks are available in various sizes, including 
kids’ sizes. Donations to the Auxiliary are being 
accepted but not mandatory. In recognition of 
their efforts and to assist with ongoing costs 
associated with the program, the Town of Parry 
Sound has made a $1,000 donation to the 
Auxiliary.
 “I’m so proud of our community and how 
they have pulled together to support one 
another during the pandemic” said Parry Sound 
Mayor Jamie McGarvey.  “The Community Cares 
mask program volunteers have helped to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. They have played a key 
role in keeping our community healthy.”
 “Our communities sewers have worked 
together to make our mask program successful,” 
said WPSHC Auxiliary President Carrolle Gray.  
“Without the volunteers we could not have put 

out the thousands of masks”
The Auxiliary also extends their thanks to the 
Distler Family for the donation of office space 
for the depot and to the community who 
have been able to make donations for their 
masks, supporting the mask program and their 
ongoing efforts to support the health centre.  
 The auxiliary mask depot volunteers can be 
reached at (705) 774-1046.

Town thankful for Community Cares mask project

Mayor Jamie McGarvey (front right) with Auxiliary President 
Carrolle Gray and Community Cares volunteers: Barb Packer, 
Doug McNaughton, Sylvia Gorham, Angelika Distler,
Judy Ideson, Lynda Hanna, and Cheryl Palmer.





For more information click on this link.

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covidalert




 The Ontario government launched an 
independent commission into COVID-19 and 
long-term care. Three commissioners will 
investigate how COVID-19 spread within long-
term care homes, how residents, staff, and 
families were impacted, and the adequacy of 
measures taken by the province and other parties 
to prevent, isolate, and contain the virus. The 
commission will also provide the government 
with guidance on how to better protect long-term 
care home residents and staff from any future 
outbreaks.

“As Premier, I made a commitment to our long-
term care residents and their families that there 
would be accountability and justice in the broken 
system we inherited,” said Premier Doug Ford. 
“Today, we are delivering on that promise by 
moving forward with a transparent, independent 
review of our long-term care system. We will do 
whatever it takes to ensure every senior in the 
province has a safe and comfortable place to call 
home.”

Three commissioners have been appointed 
for the expertise and experience they bring to 
addressing the commission’s mandate:

Associate Chief Justice Frank N. Marrocco 
(Chair) - appointed to the Superior Court of 
Justice in 2005 and holds a distinguished career 
practising criminal law and civil litigation law 
spanning 33 years.

Angela Coke - served as a former senior 
executive of the Ontario Public Service where 
she spent more than 27 years committed to 
the transformation of government operations, 
consumer protection reform, and the 
development of a strong professional public 
service.

Dr. Jack Kitts - served as President and CEO of 
The Ottawa Hospital from February 2002 until his 

retirement in June 2020. He is known nationally 
for his focus and expertise in patient experience, 
performance measurement and physician 
engagement.

The commissioners are expected to deliver their 
final report by April 2021.

“The people of Ontario deserve a timely, 
transparent and non-partisan investigation,” said 
Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, Minister of Long-Term 
Care. “That is why our government is launching 
this independent commission to help us identify 
ways to prevent the future spread of disease in 
Ontario’s long-term care homes. I look forward 
to receiving their report and recommendations 
to make Ontario’s long-term care homes a better 
place for our most vulnerable seniors to live and 
receive the care they deserve.”

• The Ontario government recently announced a 
new funding model, to make it more attractive for 
operators to build long-term care homes and bring 
aging homes up to modern design standards — 
providing seniors with the quality care they deserve.

• Nearly 78,000 Ontario residents currently live in 626 
long-term care homes across the province. More 
than 38,000 people are on the wait-list to access 
a long-term care bed (as of March 2020). Previous 
public inquiries, such as the Public Inquiry into 
Long-Term Care Homes, took two years to complete.

• In 2003, the Ontario government appointed 
an independent commission to investigate the 
introduction and spread of Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) under the Health Protection and 
Promotion Act. The commission interviewed 600 
people and held six days of public hearings. The 
commission’s interim report included a chapter 
focusing on the SARS experience in Parry Sound.

NEWS FROM QUEEN’S PARK

29 July 2020

Independent Long-Term Care COVID-19 Commission



CLICK ON THE IMAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION

For information 
about appointments, 
programs,
and services at the 
Family Health Team, 
please visit

Updates here: https://www.psfht.com/pages/physician-offices

https://tickets.ago.ca/events/ago-annual-pass-front-line-workers?_ga=2.256451467.1447784167.1596570122-1758147303.1595513271
https://www.psfht.com/pages/physician-offices


Click on the image above to learn more and support our Foundation’s PSRide.

 Our Foundation’s payroll deduction 50/50 
draw takes place every two weeks - and you 
can sign up to participate any time.

 The cost to enter the 50/50 draw will be 
$5 per pay - only available through payroll 
deduction. The winning participant and the 
Foundation equally share the amount of 
money collected through the entry fee.

Pick up a form from the Foundation office.

Last week’s payroll prize winner

Amariah Steele - $502.50

https://www.psride.com/


There are some great prizes too... Fitbits, guided fishing trip, local restaurant gifts 
certificates, and more. Click on the image above to register and read additional 
information.

Despite COVID-19, Hospice West Parry Sound
can still hold their annual Hike for Hospice!
Hike for Hospice is Hospice West Parry Sound’s only fundraiser of the 
year. They need your support more than ever!  With the safety of all in 
mind, they are pleased to announce that they are launching their first 
ever VIRTUAL HIKE FOR HOSPICE!

What is a Virtual Hike for Hospice?
This virtual event is an opportunity to come together safely to raise funds to help provide quality, 
compassionate care for those with a life threatening illness.  The Virtual Hike will also provide 
participants with an opportunity to “walk” in memory of a loved one.

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/hospice-west-parry-sound/p2p/virtual-hike-for-hospice/


• In late March the WPSHC Auxiliary 
and community volunteers began 
creating Community Cares masks 
based on prototypes created by 
expert seamstress Nanci Beers. At the 
beginning of April, hundreds of those 
masks were made available to staff 
at WPSHC, Lakeland, and Belvedere 
Heights. We began to strongly 
encourage wearing a non-medical 
grade mask while in public whenever 
safe physical distancing was not 
possible.
 The very first Community Cares 
masks were packaged in paper bags 
(donated by Parry Sound Books) and 
included COVID-19 safety advice. 
This is how the masks continue to be 
distributed.

• On April 6, Canada’s Chief Public 
Health Officer Dr. Theresa Tam 
advised that wearing a non-medical 
grade mask could stop the spread of 
COVID-19.

• On July 17 the Town of Parry Sound 
enacted a face covering bylaw for 
enclosed public spaces. This was 
followed by a North Bay Parry Sound 
District Health Unit directive that took 
effect on July 24.

• Mask wearing continues to make 
news headlines - August 6 CBC (above).

• Community Cares has created and 
distributed over 10,000 handmade 
masks.

Join us in sharing
community safety messages.

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and at wpshc.com

CLICK ON THIS IMAGE

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/face-mask-stow-reuse-1.5675473


We are working together 
through an exceptional 
time in the history of our 
health care system.

Please make time to care 
for yourself, your family, 
friends, and neighbours.

Get out to safely enjoy the 
beauty that is all around us.

We live and work in a very
special place. 

Reach out to us,
the WPSHC Wellness Team

Sandra Quathamer
extension 2412       

Hilary Piano
extension 2410

We are a team, and we’re
working together!
Masked & maintaining physical distancing.


