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A Message from the Mayor and Council of the Township of Seguin 

This handbook is for all waterfront property owners in the Township of Seguin.  Its 

purpose is to promote sustainable living practices along the shorelines of our lakes, rivers 

and streams. The handbook provides a range of “best management practices” that 

are directed to property-specific development and activities. It describes the character 

of Seguin’s shorelines and provides information and practical examples of sustainable 

living practices that protect the natural character of the Township of Seguin. 

The handbook is based on the policies and regulations of federal and provincial 

agencies, the Township of Seguin Official Plan, and Township by-laws regulating land 

use, tree cutting, the placement or removal of fill and the blasting of rock.  This 

handbook is for both new and existing development.  While the official plan and zoning 

by-laws have stringent standards for new development, we encourage all property 

owners to undertake the self assessment on page 3, review the handbook and adopt 

best management practices to improve and sustain Seguin’s character, wherever 

possible and practical. 

The principle behind the handbook is to promote the understanding that, while 

property ownership brings with it many rights, it also brings an obligation to act as a 

responsible steward and to ensure that development occurs in a manner that does not 

adversely affect the rights of other members of the community, or the ability of future 

generations to enjoy that which makes Seguin great. 

The Handbook is about: 

� Applying the “Environment First” principle. 

� Recognizing, maintaining, protecting and enhancing our high quality of life. 

� Building a foundation of volunteers, stewards and people that are engaged to live 

sustainably. 

� Recognizing that preservation of the natural environment and character of the 

Township is critical to the social and economic health of the community. 

� Creating awareness that property values are linked to water quality, natural 

habitat and natural aesthetics. 

� Enhancing everyone’s recreational, social and environmental experiences. 

� Selecting site design and building design principles that respect the lake 

environment. 
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Chapter 1 … what makes Seguin special? 

Defining Seguin’s Shoreline 
Character 

The vision for the Township of Seguin is… 

…a community that preserves the unique natural 

heritage features such as lake quality and shoreline 

character based on the “Environment First” principle. 

The desired character of Seguin’s shoreline areas is…  

…naturally treed, vegetated and rocky shorelines with 

low profile buildings and landscaping that do not 

dominate the natural setting. 

Seguin’s natural and physical attributes are a combination of 

the following elements: 

1. Healthy Ecosystems 

√ Excellent water quality and vast forested areas. 

√ Abundant and varied wildlife. 

√ Diverse fish and wildlife habitats. 

2. Scenic and Natural Shorelines, Roads and Landscapes 

√ Shorelines and landscapes dominated with natural 

vegetation and uninterrupted tree lines. 

√ Undisturbed rock shorelines and cliffs. 

√ Low density shoreline development at a size and 

scale that blends in with the local setting, provides 

privacy and a sense of non-urban living. 

3. A Sustainable Community 

√ Safe community and 

recreational activities. 

√ A sense of “shared place” 

and belonging – a family 

place to share with 

people and wildlife. 

√ Tranquil and natural 

settings.

Seguin is not… 

���� Un-natural shorelines 

���� Urban landscaping 

���� Disturbed treelines 

���� Massive buildings 

���� Continuous noisy 

activities 

���� Bright lights 
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Shoreline Regulations  

Trees and vegetation, wetlands and natural shorelines (including rock and cliff 

shorelines) are significant contributors to water quality, wildlife habitat and natural 

aesthetics.  The Official Plan and Township by-laws ensure that any development or site 

alteration in Seguin protects the unique waterfront experience and the lake quality for 

both human and non-human use.  Seguin practices six key waterfront design principles: 

1. Keep it natural. 

2. Respect local character and 

ecology. 

3. Minimize runoff and hard surfaces. 

4. Protect aesthetic quality. 

5. Treat the lake as a public domain. 

6. Minimize outdoor light and sound.

Did you know? 

The following Township of Seguin regulations are intended to prevent extensive 

topographical change and protect environmentally sensitive areas. 

Within the Shoreline Buffer (20 m from waters edge) 

√ Must contain a minimum of 90% naturally vegetated area with no lawns. 

√ No clear-cutting of trees and vegetation. A maximum of 10% of trees may be removed 

provided it is not concentrated in one area. 

√ Permitted minor alterations include trails, docks, water pumps and restoration. 

√ Trees may be trimmed and pruned to provide "viewing windows". 

√ Dead, diseased, or hazardous trees may be removed at any time. 

√ No landscaping work that significantly alters the grade or topography in a manner that 

would increase the flow of surface water to neighbouring lands or adjacent lakes and 

streams. 

√ No blasting. 

Buildings and Structures 

√ All buildings and structures (including docks) greater than 10 m2 require a building 

permit. 

√ All development must be sensitive to the preservation of tree cover and vegetation and 

located outside of areas zoned Environmental Protection. 

√ All buildings and structures, except docks and boathouses, must be set back a minimum 

of 20 m from the shoreline. 

√ Pumphouses, gazebos and saunas are permitted in the 20 m shoreline setback but must 

not exceed 24 m2. Uncovered decks have a maximum of 12 m2. 

√ Docks and boathouses must not occupy more than 25% or 23 m of shoreline frontage 

(whichever is less). Only one boathouse or boatport is allowed per lot and no human 

habitation is allowed on the first storey. The maximum dock length is 15 m (20 m on 

Georgian Bay) and no gazebos, pergolas or similar structures are permitted on the dock. 

…before you build, contact the Township Building Department for more details. 
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Chapter 2 … a quiz 

Are You Living Sustainably? 
 

Rate yourself on the following scale. Then review your results and consider the sustainable 

living practices provided in this handbook. 

On Land High   Low 

√ Along the shoreline there is a buffer strip of healthy 

natural vegetation at least 20 m wide. 
5 4 3 2 

 

 

 

 

1 

√ The shoreline buffer strip includes a wide variety of 

trees, shrubs, wildflowers and grasses in all stages of 

growth from seedling to decay. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ Overhanging vegetation partly shades the water’s 

edge. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ Mowed lawns are absent or at least 20 m from the 

shoreline. 
5 4 3 2 1 

In Water      

√ Diverse underwater habitats, including rock, woody 

debris and logs, are present in the lake and streams.  
5 4 3 2 1 

√ Docks are floating, cantilever or pole construction.  

There are no concrete or constructed shore walls. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ Aquatic plants, like bulrush, sedges and 

pickerelweed, grow in shallow waters. 
5 4 3 2 1 

Fish and Wildlife 
   

√ A variety of wildlife such as dragonflies, turtles, 

waterfowl, nesting songbirds, deer, beaver, otter 

and muskrats are present. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ Fish like trout and walleye abound in cold cleaner 

waters, and bass, pike and carp in warmer, weedier 

waters. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ No alien species are present, such as purple 

loosestrife, European frog-bit, spiney water flea or 

zebra mussels. 
5 4 3 2 1 

Human Footprint      

√ All motorized vehicles have high efficient 2-stroke or 

4-stroke engines. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ All boats and recreational vehicles are operated 

safely and without nuisance to others. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ We pump out and inspect our septic system every 

two to three years. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ Our buildings and structures blend into the 

landscape and maintain natural character. 
5 4 3 2 1 

√ We never bathe with soap in the lake. 5 4 3 2 1 

√ We practice night sky lighting principles. 5 4 3 2 1 

√ We minimize outdoor noisy activities. 5 4 3 2 1 
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Chapter 3 … for the health of our lakes and rivers 

12 Steps to Success 
 

 

“When a natural shoreline is altered, often by well-intentioned projects 

meant to improve waterfront living, the intricate balance between 

vegetation, aquatic organisms, and the shoreline is toppled.” 

 DFO SHORE PRIMER 

 

 

There are three main principles and 12 practical steps that we 

must adopt to sustain Seguin’s character: 

 

Principle One - Keep It Natural  

Imagine what your property looked like before construction 

and try to mimic it wherever possible.   

Step 1 – Minimize Lawns and Landscaping 

Step 2 – Naturalize and Restore Shoreline Buffers 

Step 3 – Minimize Tree Cutting 

 

Principle Two - Respect Character, 
Aesthetics and Ecology 

Blend your development and landscaping activities into the 

local setting. 

Step 4 – Live with Nature 

Step 5 – Protect Species at Risk 

Step 6 – Respect Night Skies  

 

Principle Three - Minimize Our Human 
Footprint 

Reduce your impacts on the natural and social environment. 

Step 7 – Carefully Select and Locate Shoreline Structures 

Step 8 – Maintain Your Septic System 

Step 9 – Reduce the Impact of Construction 

Step 10 – Reduce Stormwater Run-off 

Step 11 – Practice Safe Boating 

Step 12 – Green Your Home 



Keep It Natural  

 

5 

“Clean lawns make 

dirty lakes” 

Urbanized landscapes  

√ Increase surface 

runoff and affect 

water quality 

√ Encourage geese 

√ Increase erosion 

√ Increase pathogen 

and nutrient 

pollution  

√ Affect natural 

character 

 

Step 1 - Minimize Lawns and 
Landscaping 
…and reduce your work and expense! 

Sod or turf grass is comprised of non-native species and is not a 

characteristic habitat in the Township of Seguin.  Turf grass is a 

single species that replaces the 

range of natural species found on 

your property.  Turf grass has short 

roots, and does not bind the soil 

well resulting in erosion. 

Open rockland habitats with 

minimal vegetation provide 

support for grass species such as 

Canada Bluejoint, Poverty Grass, 

others.  These grasses are tolerant 

to dry, exposed sites and should 

not be removed. 

In contrast, turf grasses require 

extensive watering and maintenance. Sod grass may import a 

weed seed bank, introducing invasive species to your 

property. 

What You Can Do… 

√ Landscape naturally. 

√ Replace your grass lawn with indigenous groundcovers 

that require less maintenance.  

√ Maintain shoreline, road and side yard buffers. 

√ Plant a variety of native species that are appropriate for 

the ground conditions – sunny, shady, wet or dry. 

√ Be tolerant of weeds because some weeds have wildlife 

value (e.g., milkweed for monarch butterflies). 

√ Practice green gardening by composting leaves and 

wet kitchen scrap.  Use alternative fertilizers. Leave your 

grass clippings on the lawn – 

cut grass acts like 

biodegradable nitrogen-rich 

mulch. 

√ Use soaps, natural oils, and 

plant-based insecticides. 

DO NOT … 

� Plant grass lawns 

within 20 m from the 

shoreline 

� Use fertilizers or 

pesticides 

� Over-water your lawn 

� Cut it too short (4.0 

cm is ideal) 

Or this. 

And don’t do this… 

Don’t do this… 

Do this… 
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√ Use rain barrels to catch water for your lawn and gardens. 
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10 Negative Impacts to 

Natural Shoreline 

Character: 

x Remove natural 

vegetation  

x Plant sod or turf grass 

x Remove vegetation, 

woody debris or rock 

from the water or along 

shoreline 

x Plant lawn to shoreline 

x No buffer zone 

x No understorey 

x Rake debris 

x Pave surfaces 

x Import sand 

x Build too many trails 

and access points  

 

Step 2 - Naturalize and Restore Shoreline 
Buffers  
 …to protect the natural character of your lake 

Your shoreline is the transition 

area between land and 

water.  Many species call it 

their home, including frogs, 

turtles, snakes, fish, song 

birds, waterfowl, mammals 

and many smaller critters. 

These creatures need food 

and shelter and rely on a 

variety of plants, rocks, 

woody debris and fallen 

logs. These natural attributes 

protect your shoreline from 

erosion, provide shade and 

buffer polluted runoff from 

entering your drinking and 

recreational water. 

 

Source - DFO 

A Healthy Shoreline Has Four 

Important Areas that Provide 

a Natural Transition Between 
Land and Water 
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Benefits of Natural Buffers… 

� Slows surface and shoreline erosion and prevents 

soil run-off and siltation of lakes and streams. 

Prevents water pollution and water loss by 

increasing ground water and nutrient absorption. 

� Provides food, shelter, nesting, nurseries and 

migratory corridors for fish and wildlife species, 

including Species at Risk. 

� Attracts birds and wildlife to your shoreline. 

� Shades and cools the shoreline for fish and other 

aquatic creatures.  

� Adds to the aesthetic character and value of your 

property and all lake properties. 

� Increases privacy and enhances the feeling of a 

non-urban environment. 

� Reduces maintenance time and costs. 

� Reduces noise. 

What You Can Do...   

√ Let the shoreline buffer grow by leaving a natural     

low maintenance undisturbed buffer at least 20 

m wide. 

√ Leave the vegetation, rocks and wood in the 

water because these features provide fish 

habitat.  Removal of fish habitat features could 

result in a substantial fine under the Fisheries Act. 

√ Plant additional native shrubs and trees to 

stabilize the soil and minimize erosion. Consider 

natural plantings along the shoreline, roadside 

and side yards. Increase the width and size of 

your buffer where possible. 

√ Maintain wetlands, rockland and lands zoned EP 

in the buffer zones. 

√ Limit trails and access points along the shoreline 

and focus your access to one general area.  

DO NOT … 

� Plant lawns 

� Import sand to shoreline areas 

� Place or remove fill 

� Blast and remove rock 

� Cut more than 10% of the trees in the 

shoreline buffer 

And don’t do this. 

Don’t do this… 

Do this… 

And do this… 



Keep It Natural 

 9 

“Trees can be 

removed in minutes, 

but often require a 

lifetime to replace”. 

...On the Living Edge 

Step 3 - Minimize Tree Cutting 
… to maintain natural aesthetics and habitat 

Trees and vegetation  maintain 

your property, increase its value, 

and are important in sustaining the 

natural character of Seguin’s 

landscapes. When trees and 

vegetation are removed, the 

ability of these areas to sustain 

wildlife is greatly diminished or 

totally lost.  To reduce the impact 

of  development, it is important to 

maintain a variety of healthy young 

and mature trees and naturally 

vegetated areas (e.g., shrubs, 

bushes, ferns, wildflowers and 

natural grasses). 

Both dead and live trees provide 

wildlife habitat. Deer and bear feed on bark, leaf shoots, 

and nuts of deciduous (leafy) trees during the spring and 

summer months. Deer will also use coniferous (needle) 

trees for food and shelter over winter. Birds of prey and 

waterfowl use the large boughs of the white pine to nest, 

whereas woodpeckers and owls use the dugout hollows of 

dead standing trees. Hemlock canopies provide ideal 

travel corridors for wildlife, whereas eastern white cedar 

provides a nutritional alternative for wintering deer (you 

may notice a grazing line along your shoreline after spring 

thaw). 

Diseased or Damaged Trees 

Dead trees provide habitat for many species, but some 

diseased or storm damaged trees may create a safety 

hazard on your property. If this is the case please consult 

with a professional. A tree specialist will assess the health 

of your tree and suggest a course of action.  

Once a tree has been removed you may consider 

replanting a similar substitute or allow the area to 

naturally regenerate itself. 
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Benefits of a Treed Shoreline... 

� Enhances water and air quality by absorbing 

pollution, and by reducing sediment and nutrient 

loads. 

� Enhances the scenic landscape and increases 

privacy and non-urban ambiance. 

� Provides and attracts wildlife habitat by supplying 

food and shelter.  

� Creates microclimates and keeps your property 

shaded and cool. 

� Reduces nuisance noise and lighting and protects 

the rest of your lot from wind damage. 

� Reduces shoreline and streambank erosion with 

deep roots that provide soil stability to shorelines. 

� Produces a large amount of organic matter to 

create soil on your property. 

What You Can Do… 

√ Landscape naturally. 

√ Do not remove more than 10% of the trees within 20 

m of the shoreline. 

√ Create “viewing corridors” by pruning trees and 

shrubs to create small windows. Only cut those 

branches that obstruct your view.  

√ Cautiously remove diseased trees and protect 

mature trees and undergrowth. 

√ Plant native trees along your shoreline, side yards 

and along roadways. 

√ Protect young trees with a wrap-around plastic 

spiral, agricultural drain, wire mesh, or plastic tree 

shelter to deter wildlife from feeding on the young 

shoots and bark.   

√ Provide wind and winter 

protection in exposed 

areas. Erect burlap 

shelters or tie the branches 

up with garden twine to 

keep them from breaking. 

√ Allow snow to naturally 

build up around the plants 

to provide winter 

protection. 

DO NOT … 

� Remove more than 

10% of the trees 

within 20 m of the 

shoreline 

� Clearcut your 

property 

� Plant non-native 

species 

Do this… 

And do this… 

Don’t do this… 

And don’t do this. 
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Step 4 Live With Nature 
… so they can live with us 

 

Wildlife, including the variety of insects, birds and 

animals that you observe on your property or in your 

community are critical components of local ecosystems. 

Wildlife are natural pest managers, pollinators and 

recyclers that contribute to the biological diversity of 

both your lake and the 

Township of Seguin.  

The fundamental reason for 

protecting diversity of life is 

simple: all life has economic 

and ecological value. 

Over time, as the landscape 

on your property evolves, so 

will the species composition. Plants are influenced 

primarily by changes in the microclimate and by 

competition, whereas animals change largely in 

response to plant community transformations.  

One traditional principle 

of ecology is that diverse 

ecosystems are more 

stable than less diverse 

ecosystems. 

 
...Wildlife, Forests and Forestry 

Did You Know? 

 

80% of local species 

will use woody debris 

throughout their life-

cycle. 
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What You Can Do to Diversify Your Property... 

√ Keep your shoreline in a natural state and mimic the 

natural character of your area prior to 

development. 

√ Wetlands and other Environmental Protection zones 

(EP) must remain in a natural state and be buffered 

from all development and site alteration (buildings, 

structures, trails, walkways, driveways, septic system, 

etc.). Wetlands are vital for the protection of local 

water quality and quantity. 

√ Protect and retain fallen woody debris in the water 

such as trees, logs, stumps, root wads, and 

branches. These features help to stabilize shorelines 

and provide important fish and wildlife habitat. 

√ Protect the integrity of the riparian zone by 

prohibiting buildings and structures, driveways, 

motorized vehicles, equipment or construction 

material storage, and landscaping in this area. 

√ Leave dead trees untouched unless they are a 

safety issue. 

√ Diversify native species across your landscape to 

encourage local wildlife and other inhabitants. Look 

around your property and abutting land to 

determine species dominance and encourage 

native growth. 

√ Minimize hard surfaces and road networks on your 

property. Wildlife need vegetated habitats and 

corridors. The more vegetation is removed and road 

networks are created the more susceptible wildlife is to 

road kill, injury or loss of habitat due to fragmentation. Keep 

it green! 

√ Learn about species native to your area including their 

nesting and breeding habits.  

√ Bird feeders should only be present during the winter 

season. During the summer native birds should be 

encouraged to feed on local abundance. 

√ Create artificial nest cavities by placing bird boxes along 

the shoreline for waterfowl and song birds. 

√ Do not use soap or cleaners in the water. All soaps, 

including biodegradable ones, require soil to biodegrade 

their chemical compounds.  

DO NOT … 

� Leave garbage out 

for bears 

� Leave bird feeders 

out in the summer 

� Cut down all dead 

trees 

� Use soaps or cleaners 

in the water 
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Five-lined Skink 

Blanding’s Turtle Milk Snake 

Eastern Fox  Snake 

Stinkpot Turtle 

Eastern Ribbon Snake 

Eastern Massasauga 

Rattlesnake 

Spotted Turtle Eastern Hog-nosed  Snake 

Step 5 Protect Species at Risk 
… to help  maintain our biodiversity  

Species at Risk (SAR) include all provincially and federally listed 

rare plants and animals. At least 11 of these species are known 

to occur in Seguin Township. Many of these species require 

barren rock and/or wetland habitats, as well as open areas of 

sand or fine gravel, fields and basking sites along open water.  

Site landscaping or development in 

species at risk habitat will require a 

study, permit and/or project 

design. Please consult the Township 

Planning Department and the MNR 

prior to any major renovation or site 

alteration on your property. 

Some species are in decline for a 

variety of reasons including loss of 

habitat, direct persecution, pet 

trade, competition, predation, 

road kills, invasive species, natural 

distribution, and climate change.  

What You Can Do.... 

√ Educate yourself on the habitat 

requirements and life cycle of 

the SAR in Seguin.  

√ Enhance SAR habitat by 

keeping your forest and buffer 

intact, not disturbing wetlands 

or aquatic plants, and keeping 

a portion of your barren rock 

free of structures. 

√ Sign a conservation easement 

with the local land trust to 

protect specific portions of your 

property in perpetuity. 

√ Be observant and report your 

findings. Keep a record of all 

plant and animals on your 

property through photos. If you 

are unsure whether a SAR 

inhabits your property, have 

your photos verified by a 

specialist.  
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Step 6 Respect Night Skies 
… so we can see the stars 

Outdoor lights can be seen for great distances 

along lakes and river shorelines.  Light pollution is 

created when areas are over-lit or when light spills 

off your property.  Excessive lighting affects the 

personal enjoyment that your neighbours have of 

the night sky (ambiance or star gazing) and can 

impact night ecology of fish, animals and insects by 

changing their behavioural instincts.  

Benefits of Being Night Sky Conscious…   

� Saves energy and money. 

� Protects nocturnal wildlife habits. 

� Increases enjoyment and ambiance of the 

night sky. 

What You Can Do… 

√ Install responsible dark sky friendly lighting to 

control the direction, duration and quantity 

of light emitted. 

√ Update old light fixtures with dark sky friendly 

lights. 

√ Avoid floodlights and use only the light 

needed.  

√ Aim lights down. Choose "full-cutoff shielded" 

fixtures that keep light from where it is not 

needed up or sideways.  

√ Install fixtures carefully to maximize their 

effectiveness on the targeted area. 

√ Use motion sensors and timers and avoid 

dusk to dawn lights. 

√ Eliminate decorative lighting especially 

along shorelines, docks and boathouses. 

DO NOT … 

� Use floodlights 

� Use outdoor lights that are unshielded 

� Cause light to spill past your property 

� Use dusk to dawn lights 

 

Don’t do this. 

Do this… 
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Floating Dock 

Beach Tip! 

Beach creation requires a permit. 

However, most agencies will not 

approve human-made beaches 

because they destroy fish habitat. 

Learn to enjoy your natural shoreline. 

Altering it without permission could 

result in hefty fines.  

 
Source - DFO 

 

Step 7 Carefully Select and Locate Shoreline 
Structures 
…in the most appropriate location 

Shoreline structures 

include docks, boathouses 

and any other accessory 

building within 20 m of the 

high water mark. 

Construction of shoreline 

structures requires a 

building permit from the 

Township and may require 

approval from the DFO 

(Department of Fisheries 

and Oceans) and MNR 

(Ministry of Natural 

Resources).  

The type and location of 

your structure will depend 

on whether important fish 

habitat is present along 

portions or the entire stretch of your shoreline. 

If you develop your shoreline without the proper permits or 

remove or damage aquatic vegetation you could be in serious 

contravention and subject to monetary fines as well as 

imprisonment.  

The ideal shoreline structures for both you and the environment 

are floating, post, pile or cantilever docks and boathouses.  

 

 

 

Pile Dock 

Post Dock 

Cantilever Dock 

Floating Dock 
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 What You Can Do… 

√ Read The Dock Primer brochure (Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada – DFO). 

√ Abide by DFO’s operational statement for docks 

and boathouses for the construction of any 

shoreline structure. 

√ Create a site map of your shoreline indicating 

the  location of aquatic (in-water) vegetation 

as well as terrestrial (on-land) shoreline cover, 

fallen logs, rocks, woody debris, and any 

existing structures.   

√ Locate docks, boathouses and swimming areas 

away from aquatic vegetation and fish habitat 

and do not remove woody debris, rocks and 

other substrate 

features. If your 

shoreline is all aquatic 

vegetation and you 

require the removal of 

vegetation consult 

with DFO and MNR. 

√ Use untreated wood 

wherever possible to 

reduce water and soil pollution and hazards to 

your health. 

√ Build a low rise boardwalk over vegetation and 

wetlands to protect the unique vegetation 

communities and Species at Risk habitat.  

√ Do not blast, place or remove any fill. 

√ Do not import sand for beaches. 

√ Build a floating, post, pile or cantilever dock 

that allows free water flow beneath it. Avoid 

solid docks (cribs, concrete) that block water 

flow. 

√ Build a sand box or a 

small landscaped 

beach above the 

high-water mark and 

away from your buffer 

to prevent the sand 

from moving into the 

water. 

DO NOT … 

� Use pressure 

treated lumber 

� Harden your 

shoreline 

� Import Sand 

Caution! 

Removing weeds, 

rocks, branches 

and stumps could 

contravene the 

Fisheries Act and 

the Endangered 

Species Act. 

 

And do this… 

And don’t do this… 

Do this... 

Or this. 
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Step 8 – Maintain Your Septic System 
… and our water quality  

Septic systems retain and recycle your 

waste.  Septic systems require annual 

and on-going monitoring and 

maintenance to ensure their proper 

function.  

Septic systems require specific soil 

beds. Deep sandy soils are ideal 

because sand is a good leaching 

medium for waste and surface runoff. 

Clay soils or exposed bedrock, on the 

other hand, are unsuitable for septic 

system installation because your 

waste has no where to go. Where 

sandy soil is absent, bedrock or clay is 

blasted and/or removed and clean fill 

(i.e., sand soil), would be imported to 

the site. 

Regardless of the type of system you 

have now, a tertiary treatment system 

is required for any upgrades or new 

systems in the Township of Seguin. 

Tertiary systems have three 

components: a settling tank, an 

aerobic treatment unit that removes 

much of the organic matter from the 

wastewater, and a dispersal system, 

which is often a small leaching bed.  

Prior to the development of a septic 

bed, a permit is required from the 

North Bay-Mattawa Conservation 

Authority. A representative will visit 

your property and assess the soil for 

appropriate septic system site 

locations. Visit www.nbmca.on.ca for 

information.

Tertiary System 

Source - CMHC 

Conventional System 

Source - CMHC 
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What You Can Do… 

√ Pump out your tank on a regular basis 

(every two to three years) to ensure 

the health of your family and to 

protect water quality. Some systems 

may require more frequent pumping.  

√ Maintain tertiary sewage systems in 

accordance with manufacturer’s 

specifications and provincial 

requirements. 

√ Reduce your water use to prevent 

sludge disruption in the tank. When 

this happens, the effluent cannot 

properly drain into the soil. 

√ Inspect your tank during pump out 

and keep a detailed record of 

repairs. 

√ Septic tank cleaners are unnecessary 

because they do not replace the 

need for regular pumping. Additives 

can break down the solids sending 

them into the leaching bed, as well as 

disrupt the beneficial bacteria. 

√ Use strainers in all your sinks tubs and 

showers to capture hair and food 

waste. 

√ Purchase non-phosphate and other 

environmentally-friendly products for 

house-hold cleaning, dishes and 

laundry. Never use anti-bacterial soap 

– these soaps and similar caustic 

chemicals kill beneficial bacteria in 

your septic system. 

√ Never pour chemicals down the drain 

because they are not broken down 

by the septic system and can leach 

into the surrounding soil, poisoning 

your drinking and swimming water. 

See Page 23 for location of Household 

Hazardous Waste Depot. 

√ Don’t drive or park on top of your 

septic bed because you can crush 

your pipes and compact soil. 

 

 

Planning and Installing Your Septic Tank – 

What You Need to Know! 

���� Location, Location, Location – new 

septic systems should be at least 30 m 

from the high water mark of any 

water-body, including wetlands. 

���� Locate it in open areas, if possible, to 

reduce the amount of vegetation 

removed. 

���� Locate it behind a shoreline slope at 

its base or in a hollow, if possible. The 

slope will buffer movement of the 

septic plume to the water. 

���� Never build a septic site at the peak 

of a slope or slopes >25% – the septic 

plume will flow downslope towards 

the water. 

���� Where rockland persists find 

vegetated sites or look for alternative 

systems that can be built on top of 

the bedrock. In these cases consult 

with professionals.  

DO NOT… 

� Do not plant trees or shrubs on top of 

the septic tank or leaching bed 

because roots can clog pipes. Try 

native grasses and flowers. 

� Do not build structures or pave over the 

septic tank or drain fields. 

� Do not park vehicles on top of the tank 

or drain fields. 

 

Monitoring Tip! 

Have the contractor measure the sludge 

and scum levels before pumping. Use this 

information in combination with the date 

of your last pump-out to determine the 

frequency of maintenance. 
 

...On the Living Edge 
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Step 9 Reduce the Impact of Construction  
… and keep sensitive areas safe 

Site alteration and building construction are the most 

disruptive activities on your property.  Prepare a property 

plan before undertaking any work. Careful planning will 

ensure that you stay out of environmentally sensitive 

areas, maintain natural character, and meet the 

Township requirements. 

You and your contractor are responsible for ensuring that 

the proper controls are in place.  Random inspections 

may be required to ensure compliance. If you suspect 

Species at Risk on your property, contact the Township 

Planning Department for more information. 

What You Can Do… 

√ Hire qualified contractors who will respect your 

land, your vision, and the law. 

√ Clear only minimal areas required for the project. 

Identify “no-disturbance vegetation zones” on 

your property with plastic ribbon or string. 

√ Protect trees from damage caused by digging 

and heavy machinery by using temporary fencing 

or plastic ribbon. Clearly mark trees to be felled to 

avoid unnecessary cutting. 

√ Access, transport of machinery and materials, 

and construction activities should not occur in or 

near fish habitat or during fish spawning and 

nursery periods. 

√ Control erosion prior and during construction. 

√ Install silt fencing, straw bales and rock filters 30 m 

away from the shoreline, where possible, to 

prevent exposed soils from entering the lake 

during storm events.  

√ Stockpile soils and materials away from the shoreline 

and cover disturbed soils, fill and other materials with 

filter cloth. 

√ Re-vegetate disturbed areas as soon as possible to 

stabilize soils on slopes. 

√ Dispose of construction debris properly and keep a 

special bin on site for hazardous materials.   

√ Prevent spills of harmful chemicals and designate 

special areas for refilling machinery.  

DO NOT … 

� Place or remove fill or blast 

within 20 m of shoreline 

� Remove more than 10% of 

vegetation within 20 m of 

shoreline 

� Damage trees 

� Mishandle hazardous 

materials  

Do this… 

Don’t do this… 

Or this. 
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Step 10 Reduce Stormwater Run-off 
…and improve water quality and quantity 

Rain, melting snow, and irrigation create 

storm water trails that move downslope 

towards lakes and rivers. Along its path, the 

water will collect surface contaminants, 

pollutants, nutrients, pathogens and 

sediments that are present on your property 

or surrounding areas.  

Soil and plants within a naturalized landscape 

may be able to absorb the stormwater prior 

to it reaching the lake. If your property has many paved surfaces, steep grades, and no 

vegetated buffer the storm water runoff will contaminate the lake, streams and 

surrounding habitat, as well as contribute to the erosion of your property. 

Benefits of Capturing or Decreasing Stormwater... 

� Reduces risk of flooding and erosion and wet 

basements. 

� Improves water quality from a reduction of 

contaminants, nutrients, sediments and pathogens 

entering the lake and/or stream water. 

� Improves fish and wildlife habitat. 

What You Can Do… 

√ Assess potential erosion hot spots on your property such as shorelines, stream 
banks, and areas with no natural deep-rooted vegetation (trees, shrubs). 

√ Plant native treed and vegetated buffers. 

√ Avoid clearing-cutting trees and understorey vegetation and do not remove 
more than 10% of the trees within 20 m of the shoreline. 

√ Reduce wakes from boats by reducing speed when near the shoreline. 

√ Keep steep slopes natural to minimize the movement of surface runoff towards 
the lake. Trails and pathways should be curved to reduce direct discharge. 

√ Avoid covering surfaces with non-porous materials such as pavement and 
concrete. 

√ Create landscape depressions and rough surfaces to capture and slow the 
movement of water. 

√ Create “rain gardens” which are plant water-loving plants in depressions to 
capture runoff. 

√ Install rain barrels to capture excess rain from hard surfaces and lower water use. 

√ Reduce use of salt on driveways and paths – use sand or environmentally-friendly 
products (calcium magnesium acetate or potassium acetate).  

√ Don’t dump gas/oil, anti-freeze or other toxic chemicals on your property.  
During rain storms these chemicals can leach or drain into the lake. Take all 
household hazardous materials to the Transfer Station on MacFarlene Street in 
Parry Sound (See inside back cover for location and hours of operation).  

Naturalizing your 

shoreline is the most 

important contribution 

you can make to 

enhance water quality, 

maintain fishery 

resources, and provide 

wildlife habitat. 
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Step 11 Practice Safe Boating 
.. so we can all enjoy our waterways 

Boating is a very popular recreational activity in 

Seguin.  Your boat’s wake can negatively impact 

nesting waterfowl, accelerate shoreline erosion, 

damage shoreline structures, and cause bodily harm 

to other boaters or swimmers. You are responsible for 

the wake of your vessel whether the boat is in a "no 

wake" zone or not. If your wake damages property or 

injures people you have broken the law. Slowing down 

is the obvious solution, especially in narrow channels 

and near shore areas, but how you speed up and slow 

down is also important. 

What You Can Do.... 

√ Obey the federal law and the speed limit of 10 

km/hr within 30 m of the shoreline. The one 

exception to this speed limit is for boats pulling 

a water skier travelling perpendicular to shore 

or to pull away or land the skier. 

√ Reduce wake by lowering speed when near the shoreline. 

√ Respect your neighbours’ tranquility by moving around the lake rather than 

operating in just one small area. Use the centre of the lake for towing and higher 

speed activities. 

√ All boats must have muffled boat exhausts within 5 nautical miles of shore. 

√ When waterskiing or towing you must have a spotter, and the vessel must have a 

seat for each person being towed in case of recovery (no two seaters). Towing 

activities are not allowed in the period from one hour after sunset to sunrise, and 

you should move directly away from the shoreline. 

√ Be courteous to other lake users. Give everyone a wide berth and travel slowly 

when pulling away from docks, launching ramps or swimming areas. 

√ Slow down to 5 km/hr when approaching non-motorized watercrafts, swimmers, 

docks, shorelines and wetlands.  

√ Protect the environment by slowing down near sensitive areas and staying out of 

wetlands and away from the shoreline. 

√ Participate in the voluntary “Tranquil Time” on Sunday from dawn until noon. 

√ Never refuel near the shoreline or within the water. Gas and other pollutants are 

absorbed by plants and animals, including the fish you eat, or settle within the 

lake or stream sediment. 

√ Replace older outboard engines with high efficient two-stroke or four-stroke 

engines, when possible. 

√ ATV and snowmobiles should be used on marked trails or specific areas 

designated for off-roading activities.  
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Step 12 Green Your Home  

... and your lifestyle too 

A green home makes use of compact development patterns to conserve land, use less 

energy, water and natural resources, and create less waste. The benefits of greening 

your home include reduced energy expenses, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and 

less exposure to toxins, mildew, moulds and other indoor pollutants (LEED 2008). 

The following are simple tips to help you green your home: 

What You Can Do.… 

√ Insulate your roof/attic and your crawl space to 
minimize loss of heat. 

√ Install a programmable thermostat or turn the heat 
down at night or when away. 

√ In the summer, open windows and use fans and 
dehumidifiers instead of air conditioning. 

√ Keep doors airtight with weather stripping and install 
draft stoppers on your fireplace.  

√ Have an energy audit done to pinpoint problem 
areas and improve your home’s efficiency. 

√ Fix all leaky faucets, toilets or water pipes to minimize 
water waste and install high-efficiency fixtures. 

√ Reduce irrigation demands on your property – plant 
native trees that are adapted to local conditions. 
Lawns require a lot of water. 

√ Harvest rainwater for your outdoor needs.  

√ Use non-toxic cleaning alternatives such as vinegar 
or baking soda. 

√ Use water or milk-based paints, or paints that are 
certified non-VOC to minimize “off-gasing” of toxins 
in your home. 

√ Dispose of all your harsh chemicals (paints, car fluids, oil) via the local waste 
facility (see page 23 for location). Never pour toxins down the drain or throw 
them out with the trash. 

√ Do not install pressure-treated wood near or in the water.   Toxins leach into your 
soil and/or drinking water. 

√ Design buildings and their locations to protect natural features and enhance or 
compliment the landscape character. 

√ Stop using burn barrels and dispose waste at your local transfer station. Burning 
waste releases toxic contaminants that impact our air, land and water. 

√ Control all fires. Out of control fires devastate the environment. Follow Township 
regulations when burning brush or having a camp fire. For more information and 
assistance, please call the Fire Department. 

Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design 

(LEED) certified buildings 

are designed to: 

���� Lower operating costs 

and increase asset 

value 

���� Reduce waste sent to 

landfills 

���� Conserve energy and 

water 

���� Be healthier and safer 

for occupants 

���� Reduce harmful 

greenhouse gas 

emissions 

���� Qualify for tax rebates, 

zoning allowances and 

other incentives in 

hundreds of cities 

���� Demonstrate an 

owner's commitment to 

environmental 

stewardship and social 

responsibility 
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√ Buy locally to reduce your carbon footprint. 
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Chapter 5 … for more information on the Web 

The Resource Kit  

Enter the following key words into your favourite search engine and follow the links: 

Federal Agencies 

� Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada – Soil 

Surveys of Ontario  

� Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

– Septic System 

� Canadian Environmental Quality Guidelines  

� COSEWIC – Committee on the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife in Canada 

� Department of Fisheries and Oceans: Working 

Around Water – Operational Statements  

� Environment Canada 

� Canadian Wildlife Service (Ontario Region)   

� Hinterland’s Who’s Who 

� Climate Change Action Fund 

� Natural Resources Canada   

� Enhancing Resilience in a Changing Climate 

� Species at Risk Public Registry  

Provincial Agencies  

� Environmental Registry – Bill of Rights (EBR)  

� Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

� Ministry of the Environment  

� Lake Partner Program 

� Water Quality Objectives 

� MOE publications and guidelines 

� Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care – 

Public Health Units 

� Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

� Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

� Ministry of Natural Resources 

� COSSARO – Committee on the Status of 

Species at Risk in Ontario  

� Natural Heritage Information Centre 

� Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy 

� Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 

(Maps Claims) 

� Province of Ontario Agency Directory 

� The Environmental Commissioner of Ontario 

(ECO)  

Non-Government Organizations (NGOs)  

� Bait Association of Ontario 

� Bird Studies Canada 

� Canadian Environmental Law Association 

� Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 

� Canadian Shield Environmental Research 

Network 

� Canadian Water Network 

� Centre for Sustainable Watersheds 

� Conservation Ontario 

� Ducks Unlimited Canada 

� Environmental Bureau of Investigation 

� Field Botanist of Ontario 

� Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association 

� Great Lakes Information Network 

� Green Communities Canada 

� Invading Species Program  

� Land Owner Resource Centre 

� Lake Huron-Georgian Bay Watershed: A 

Canadian Framework for Community Action 

� Minnesota Waters Program  

� Muskoka Heritage Foundation  

� National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, Great Lakes Environmental 

Research Laboratory 

� Nature Canada  

� Nature Conservancy Canada (Species and 

Spaces at Risk) 

� NatureServe (Species and Spaces at Risk) 

� Naturewatch (Ontario)  

� Ontario Environment Network 

� Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 

� Ontario Field Ornithologists 

� Ontario Forestry Association 

� Ontario Land Trust Alliance 

� Ontario Marine Operators Association 

� Operation Migration 

� Ontario Nature 

� Ontario Stewardship Councils 

� Ontario Rural Wastewater Centre 

� Lake Ontario Water Keeper 

� Pollution Probe 

� Practical Guide to Lake Management in 

Massachusetts 
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� Protect Our Water and Environmental 

Resources 

� Recreational Carrying Capacity Study 

� Rideau Valley Conservation Authority – Lake 

Management Planning Program 

� Stewardship Canada 

� Sustainable Lakes Planning Workbook: A Lake 

Management Model, Minnesota Lakes 

Association 

� Sustainability Network 

� The Natural Step Canada 

� Tool kits 

� Trent-Severn Waterway 

� U-Links Centre for Community-Based Research 

in Haliburton County 

� Union of Concerned Scientists (Ecological 

Threats) 

� Well Aware 

� Wildlife Habitat (Connectivity between 

Algonquin Park, Ontario and the Adirondack 

Park, New York) 

Funding 

� Canadian Environmental Grantmaker’s 

Network 

� Canadian Wildlife Service – Habitat 

Stewardship Program for Species at Risk 

� Community Fisheries and Wildlife Involvement 

Program MNR 

� Conservation Land Tax Incentive Program 

� EcoAction 

� Endangered Species Recovery Fund  

� Evergreen Foundation 

� Wetland Habitat Fund 

� Wildlife Habitat Canada 

Federal Legislation

For information on the Federal Acts, please visit  

http://laws.justice.gc.ca 

� Beds of Navigable Waters Act  

� Canada Wildlife Act  

� Canadian Environmental Protection Act  

� Fisheries Act, including Ontario Fisheries 

Regulations 

� Migratory Birds Convention Act  

� Species at Risk Act  

Provincial Legislation

For information on the following Provincial Acts, 

please visit    www.e-laws.gov.on.ca 

� Aggregate Resources Act  

� Building Code Act  

� Clean Water Act  

� Conservation Authorities Act  

� Conservation Land Act  

� Crown Forest Sustainability Act  

� Drainage Act  

� Endangered Species Act  

� Environmental Assessment Act  

� Environmental Bill of Rights Act 

� Environmental Protection Act  

� Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act  

� Forestry Act  

� Heritage Hunting and Fishing Act  

� Historical Parks Act  

 

 

� Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act  

� Mining Act  

� Municipal Act  

� Nutrient Management Act  

� Off-Road Vehicles Act  

� Planning Act  

� Planning and Development Act  

� Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves 

Act  

� Public Lands Act  

� Safe Drinking Water Act  

� Tourism Act 

� Wilderness Area Act  

� Wild Rice Harvesting Act 

Stewardship Guides 

� Dock Primer (DFO) 

� On the Living Edge - Living by water 

� Lake Planning Handbook for Community 

Groups – French Planning and FOCA 

� A Stewardship Guide for the Lake Huron 

Coastline… a self-assessment of your 

environmental performance as a property 

owner. 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Depot 

� Transfer Station on MacFarlane Street (Parry Sound) 

� Spring, Summer & Fall Hours of Operation for the Transfer 

Station and the Depot : 

o Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 7:30 am - 4:30 pm 

o Saturday - 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
o Sunday (until Mid October) - 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

o Tuesday & Thursday – Closed 

� General Inquiries, contact (705)-746-2101. 
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