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The Township of Seguin (The Township) is a great place to live, work, play, raise your family, and 
interact with nature. We invite you to share in the commitment to this special place. 
 
This WATERFRONT DESIGN HANDBOOK is intended to provide landowners and developers with the 
present policy information and the tools necessary to understand and protect important and sensitive 
features of the natural environment which are in proximity to the waterfront.  
 
 

Introduction 

The Township of Seguin is the most southerly municipality in the District of Parry Sound and is the 
amalgamated municipality of the former Townships of Christie, Foley and Humphrey, and the Village of 
Rosseau as well as a portion of the unorganized Township of Monteith.  
 
The Township is a diverse area of over 700 square kilometres containing 186 lakes and is a community 
that seeks to preserves its natural heritage features such as lake water quality and shoreline character 
based on the "environment first" principle. The Township is characterized by unique natural attributes 
and is passionate about preserving the small rural and waterfront character. 
 
The objectives of this Waterfront Design Handbook are to provide advice as to how property owners or 
others must develop waterfront property following the policies and by-laws of the Township while being 
good stewards of the environment and ensuring the natural heritage features of the area remain healthy 
for years to come.  
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1. Your Waterfront (Existing Values) 

It is up to you. Whether you enjoy the scenery, wildlife, sights, sounds, relaxation, increased 
development leads to increased pressure on the natural environment. Ongoing policy updates preserve 
the environmental attributes that bring people to, and keep people in, the Township of Seguin. 
 
Individual shoreline properties on lakes and rivers in the Township are located within a larger watershed 
system. Individual land uses can have a cumulative impact on the water that moves through a 
watershed. Human activity can reduce forest cover and create impermeable surfaces, resulting in less 
water getting filtered before it returns into the watershed and ultimately increasing nutrient and 
contaminant concentrations in the lakes and rivers. Surface water quality can benefit (or suffer) from 
the actions of lake users within a watershed. 
 
Natural shorelines are a valuable commodity in limited abundance. Shorelines are often referred to as 
the Ribbon of Life, a complex and rich natural environment critical to lake health providing a living and 
breathing retaining wall protecting land and water. It is much easier to maintain this complexity than to 
restore it after vegetation is removed. 
 
Your shoreline consists of the littoral zone (the area in the lake from the shoreline to where the sunlight 
no longer reaches the lake bottom), the shoreline (where water meets land), the riparian zone (transition 
from upland to shoreline), and the upland zone. 
 

 
(Reproduced from DFO, The Shore Primer, 2008) 

 
Maintaining a natural shoreline is the best multi-purpose approach to protecting the water’s edge and 
ultimately the water quality. Maintaining or planting a riparian zone of native vegetation along your 
shoreline will slow erosion, provide food and shelter for fish and wildlife species and protect your 
property and investment. 
 
Most importantly, natural shorelines mean less work and more time to enjoy your waterfront. 
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2. Policy and By-Law Overview 

2.1 Township of Seguin Official Plan 

This Official Plan is a general land use guide which is intended to serve as the basis for making land 
use decisions and managing change in the Township of Seguin. This Vision of the Township is based 
on planning principles and includes among others: 

 
 Protect and enhance the character of both developed and undeveloped lakes in the Township; 
 Protect and enhance the natural environment and natural heritage features of the Township; 

and 
 Manage development by directing it to appropriate locations. 

 
Within the Township of Seguin there are approximately 186 lakes. These lakes have been categorized 
into large lakes, such as Georgian Bay, the north end of Lake Joseph and Lake Rosseau, mid-size 
lakes including Otter Lake, Horseshoe Lake, Star Lake, Whitefish Lake and Clear Lake and numerous 
smaller and remote lakes. 

 
Policy C.3.1.3.10 (Waterfront Design) addresses the complex relationships between all of the 
elements of built form, the natural environment and the lake environment, and focus on: 
 
 the connections between people and these places, 
 the relationship between buildings and the lake, natural areas and vegetative buffers, and other 

uses, 
 the lake as public domain, 
 the processes for ensuring successful lake communities. 

 
The objectives of the Official Plan, as they relate to Waterfront Design are to: 
 
 improve the aesthetic quality of the Township’s waterfront built form, and promote development 

which is based on good design principles and standards that reflect the goals, objectives, and 
policies of this Plan; 

 enhance the unique character of the Township’s waterfront areas by encouraging high quality 
design that is complementary and compatible with existing development, the Township’s natural 
heritage, and which fosters a strong sense of place; 

 exercise appropriate municipal development control in order to achieve a consistently high 
quality of site, building and landscape design; 

 be sensitive to the impact of light and sound on the lake environment; and 
 protect significant natural heritage values and ecological functions. 
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2.2 By-law No. 2008-103 

Being a By-law to regulate the protection, preservation and removal 
of Trees within the Township of Seguin. This By-law applies only to 
shoreline areas (20 metres inland from the high water mark) and to 
land zoned Environmental Protection (EP). 

 
The intent is to protect and preserve the water quality and visual 
environment by prohibiting the clear cutting of trees and vegetation 
on shoreline areas and EP lands. 

 
 
 
 
2.3 By-law No. 2008-104 

Being a By-law to prohibit or regulate blasting in areas of the Township 
of Seguin. This By-law applies only to shoreline areas (20 meters 
inland from the high water mark) and to land zoned Environmental 
Protection (EP). 

 
The intent is to protect and preserve the visual environment and the 
natural environment by prohibiting the blasting away of cliffs and 
areas of rock in shoreline areas and EP lands. 
 
 
 
 
2.4 By-law No. 2008-105 
 
Being a By-law to prohibit or regulate the placing or dumping of fill in 
areas of the Township of Seguin. This By-law applies only to shoreline 
areas (20 meters inland from the high water mark) and to land zoned 
Environmental Protection (EP).  
 
The intent is to protect and preserve water quality by prohibiting the 
placement and removal of fill in shoreline areas and EP lands. 
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3. Best Management Practices 

 
3.1 Development Planning 

The character of the shorelines in Seguin Township includes exposed bedrock, coniferous and 
deciduous vegetation and a landscape where the natural environment predominates over human built 
structures or alterations to the landscape. Buildings in the shoreline designation shall be sited to limit 
the removal of vegetation and to preserve significant landscape features. Uncontrolled development 
leads to the removal of shoreline vegetation, in turn leading to soil erosion and ultimately decreased 
water quality. 

 
Your shoreline development must maintain the existing natural features such that up to 90 percent of 
the front 20 metres of a lot be maintained in a natural vegetative state. The first example shown below 
illustrates how existing vegetation can be maintained. 
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3.2 Water Quality 

As a homeowner, how you use water will impact the quality of water that feeds and supports nearby 
streams, lakes, wetlands, woodlands and wildlife habitat. Natural areas are dependent on suitable water 
quality and quantity in order to thrive. Water conservation and quality preservation is possible through 
the following examples: 
 

 Instead of mowed lawns, plant gardens with groundcovers that require minimal irrigation and 
increase the ability of rainfall to infiltrate into the ground, resulting in less runoff. 

 Deter Canada Geese as soon as they arrive. Geese prefer areas that have good visibility, 
easy access to water, and short grass to eat (photo below). This makes a manicured lawn 
leading up to the water‘s edge an ideal location for geese. Leave an un-mowed buffer of 
trees, shrubs, grasses and wildflowers along the water‘s edge to make your property less 
appealing to the geese. Do note that under the federal Migratory Bird Act that it is illegal to 
disturb, damage or destroy the nest or eggs of Canada Geese. 

 

 
 
 

 Do not use pesticides and fertilizers. They harm natural vegetation, impact the quality of the 
water that runs off the property and expose wildlife to potentially hazardous materials.  

 Use permeable surface material like interlocking brick for your driveway and patios. These 
will allow water to soak into the ground and will reduce the amount of runoff. 

 Install rain barrels to collect rainwater that can be used for watering the garden and reduce 
runoff. 
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3.3 Grey Water Management 

When a sink is emptied or a toilet flushed, the wastewater is treated by your sewage system. Under the 
Ontario Building Code (OBC), a Class 4 sewage system generally receives all the wastewater created 
from household use (including toilets, showers, sinks, dishwasher, and washing machine), treats the 
wastewater to a safe level, and returns the treated effluent to the groundwater system. Class 4 systems 
include a septic tank as well as some form of tile field.  
 
An OBC Class 2 sewage system (greywater pit) can be used for the treatment and disposal of greywater 
derived from plumbing fixtures such as kitchen sinks, bath tubs, washing machines, and laundry tubs 
(waste-water not containing human body waste). Outdoor showers are also regulated by the OBC and 
the water must be captured and disposed of properly, either in an existing Class 4 system, or in a 
greywater pit.  
 
Article 8.4.2.1. of Division B of the OBC outlines construction requirements for greywater pits and 
formulas are provided for calculating the appropriate size of the pit, as well as the required setbacks 
from wells, property lines and waterbodies (lakes, creeks, etc.). A simplified design is provided below, 
adapted from the Northwestern Health Unit website (https://www.nwhu.on.ca).  
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3.4 Stormwater Management 

Development changes the way the ground receives water due to the increase in solid surfaces such as 
pavement and roof tops. This increase in imperviousness reduces the amount of rain water that can 
infiltrate into the soil. Rainwater runs from your roof and driveway, and if not managed properly, has the 
potential to flow toward the shoreline, potentially resulting in erosion and impacting water quality. 
 
3.4.1 Rooftops 

To mitigate potential impacts, water from rooftops can be allowed to fall naturally from the roof and be 
collected in infiltration chambers directly below. Shallow excavations can incorporate such things as 
perforated pipe cut in half, convex side up, covered with filter fabric and topped with stone to create 
underground reservoirs. The runoff gradually percolates through the chamber and into the surrounding 
soil. The chambers reduce the volume of overland runoff, can provide ground water recharge, and are 
able to remove suspended solids and phosphorus. A second option is to collect the rooftop water in 
eaves troughs and direct the water through downspouts to soakaway pits adjacent to the building in 
appropriate locations. The rainwater that flows off of your rooftop is clean water, and its conveyance to 
a soakaway pit gives it the time needed to infiltrate into the ground, thus balancing out the impact of the 
development on the water resources in the area. 

 

 
 
3.4.2 Overland Flow 

To mitigate potential impacts from erosion and siltation to the lake, overland flow can be directed to a 
settlement pond planted with water tolerant plant species such as Cattail/Bulrush. This allows for 
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particulate matter suspended in water to settle out before it reaches the lake.  Additionally, any ditch or 
swale used to convey overland flow with a slope greater than 5% should have filter cloth (non-woven) 
and coarse aggregate on top to prevent erosion. Large rocks placed in a steep ditch will slow the flow 
velocity/erosion rate. 
 
 
3.5 Shoreline Access, Docking structures and Boat Ramps 

Access to your shoreline (pathways), docking structures and boat ramps can have an effect on your 
lakeshore ecology, particularly when it comes to fish habitat and the freshwater environment. As noted 
earlier, shoreline development must maintain the existing natural features such that that up to 90 
percent of the front 20 metres of a shoreline or waterfront lot must be maintained in a natural state. In 
order to access the shoreline from your building, any pathway should have a maximum width of 2.0 
metres, meander, and be constructed of permeable substances. 
 
At the shoreline, if you choose to have a docking structure (including boathouses), or boat ramp, the 
location is an important consideration. Shallow parts of a lake support aquatic vegetation, which in turn 
supports the freshwater insects, minnows and fish spawning grounds that help form a healthy aquatic 
ecosystem. Places along the lakeshore that contain native floating or emerging vegetation like 
Bulrushes, Lily Pads or Cattails should be avoided and left intact. These areas reduce erosion, provide 
vegetation diversity and productive fish habitat. 
 

Vegetated Shoreline1 

 
 Improves vegetation coverage 
 Reduces erosion 

 

Variable Depths1 

 
 Provides vegetation diversity 
 Allows substrate deposition 

Diverse Shoreline Structure1 

 
 Habitat with complex features 
 Increases areas of productivity 
 Increases forage base 
 Reduces erosion 

 
 

When deciding on the location of your shoreline structure, fish habitat is an important consideration. 
Fish habitat is protected under the Federal Fisheries Act (1985). In Ontario, the federal department of 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) manages fish habitat and the MNRF manages fisheries.  
 
Bringing in a few loads of sand to add to your swimming area can lead to the harm of spawning areas 
for fish, can bury parts of the existing food chain and cause long-lasting impacts. The federal 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) publication The Shore Primer, notes that “you may be able 
to have a sandy area if, for example, it is well above the ordinary high water mark and there is little or 
no disruption to natural shoreline vegetation”. It is when in-water work is contemplated that the 
appropriate permits must be acquired. 

                                                 
1 Graphics above reproduced from Toronto and Region Conservation Authority. 2003. Compendium of Habitat Restoration Techniques. 
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In Ontario, the beds of most water bodies are Crown land and the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF) manages Crown lands and shore lands under the Public Lands Act. Shore lands are 
defined as lands covered or seasonally inundated by the water of a lake, river, stream or pond. Certain 
types of construction (beaches and docks of certain sizes) that place fill or structures on shore lands 
require an MNRF work permit.  
Proposed works on private land may also require MNRF approval under the Lakes and Rivers 
Improvement Act such as water crossings, ponds, dams and creek/channel alterations etc. 
 
Additionally, approvals may also be required from other agencies as well, such as municipal building 
permits, and DFO approvals related to fisheries habitat. The DFO website provides a Projects Near 
Water section that outlines what you need to know before you begin any shoreline project 
(http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html). It also outlines some best management practices 
that should be followed if your project does not require a permit. 
 
The following recommendations are provided for the protection of fish habitat. Some of the following 
mitigation recommendations were gathered from the Dock and Boathouse Construction Operational 
Statement (DFO 2007): 
 
 
3.5.1 Mitigation for Short-term Impacts 

 Wherever possible, construct docks either from a barge or float on the water or through the 
ice instead of using machinery from the bank of the water body. 

 If work is done from land, operate machinery in a manner that minimizes disturbance to the 
banks of the water body. 

 
 
3.5.2 Mitigation for Long-term Impacts 

 Utilize a dock design that has a small footprint on the lake. 
 Avoid the removal of woody debris and aquatic vegetation from the lake bed. 
 Minimize the amount of riparian vegetation that is removed to provide access to the shoreline 

structure.  
 Time the installation of all shoreline structures to prevent disruption of sensitive fish life 

stages by adhering to appropriate fisheries timing windows. 
 Construct cribs in an open-faced manner and fill with large rocks that provide crevices for 

fish and other small organisms. Leave enough space between cribs (2 m) and locate them 
at least 2 m from the high-water mark to allow nearshore water to circulate. 

 Vegetate any disturbed areas by planting and seeding preferably with native trees and 
shrubs and cover such areas with mulch to prevent erosion and to help seeds germinate. If 
there is insufficient time remaining in the growing season, the site should be stabilized (e.g., 
cover exposed areas with erosion control blankets to keep the soil in place and prevent 
erosion) and vegetated the following spring. 

 Use untreated materials (e.g., cedar, tamarack, hemlock, rocks, plastic, etc.) as supports for 
dock structures that will be submerged in water. Treated lumber may contain compounds 
that can be released into the water and become toxic to the aquatic environment.  

 Consider floating, cantilever or post dock design. Different dock designs are associated with 
different levels of potential impact, as shown below. 
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(Figure reproduced from Along The Shore, A Landowners Guide to Healthy Shoreline Management for Lake Simcoe, MNRF 2013) 

 
 
 
3.6 Maintaining Understory Vegetation for a Healthy Forest 

If you own or maintain a cottage property in Seguin Township, odds are you are within a forested 
community. A wide variety of forest types occur in Seguin Township, with the diversity being owed to 
the Township’s occurrence within the transition zone between the Carolinian and Boreal Forest. It 
contains some of the most northerly deciduous forests in Ontario, including the Maple-Beech forests 
famed for their fall display of colors.  
 
It is important to think of forests not just for the trees, but for the animals, plants, fungi, bacteria, soil, 
water and air that comprise and influence the ecosystem. Many of the important biological and 
physiological components of a forest may appear unsightly or disorganized within the forest on your 
property, however they are all playing an important role in maintaining the health of the environment 
over the long term.  
 
Fallen trees (coarse woody debris) may be present in the forests surrounding your cottage and within 
the shoreline buffer. These are a major component of nutrient cycles within the forest, and provide 
critical habitat for a wide variety of biota (Harmon et al., 1986). They provide habitat for fungi and 
bacteria which through their regular life processes cycle nutrients through the soil, thereby making them 
available to plant life. Standing dead trees (snags) within your forest may also be providing habitat for 
birds and bats, some of which may be protected under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act. 
 
You may also notice a diversity of understory vegetation growing on the floor of the forests on your 
property. These understory plants also act as important drivers of overstory succession and nutrient 
cycling (Hart and Chen, 2007). Much of the plant life you see on the forest floor are the offspring 
(saplings) of the trees that comprise the forest canopy.  These small plants will be the future of the 
forest, and are awaiting a light gap opportunity in the canopy for their chance to grow.  
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If you look at the understory vegetation within your forest, you may notice a difference in species and 
density between those that occur along the edge of your road or lawn, from those that occur on the 
forest interior (>5 metres in). This is referred to as “edge effect”, and is driven by the physiological 
change in wind, light, or the biological change from the introduction of invasive species that occurs from 
forest fragmentation. Edge effects can be minimized by minimizing roads, trails or other clearings that 
cut through forest communities.  
 
The forest ecosystems of your cottage property and of Seguin Township are one of the main draws for 
residents and visitors of this area, and along with the lakes represent the natural beauty of the Muskoka 
and Parry Sound Regions. To ensure your property does its part to support the continued health of 
forest ecosystems, it is recommended: 
 

 Avoid removal of rocks, fallen logs, natural vegetation or other natural features found on the 
forest floor, even if they appear unsightly or disorganized. 

 Avoid the creation of new “edge effects” by limiting the amount that roads, trails or clearings 
that may fragment forests. 

 Limit the amount of ornamental plantings. If ornamental plantings are desired, ensure the 
species selected are not those which have been shown to pose a threat to local ecosystems, 
as mentioned in section 3.7.1. 

Additionally, numerous studies have shown that an intact, forested riparian buffer zone will decrease 
the potential for overland flow and erosion to impact the water quality of downgradient waterbodies. In 
order for a vegetated buffer to effectively remove pollutants and sediments, the surface water flow must 
be slow. Slow flow allows particulates to settle out promoting utilization of nutrients by the vegetation, 
as well as assisting in flow control by allowing water to percolate into the soil, reducing erosion within 
the buffer area. 
 
In a document prepared by the District of Muskoka Planning and Economic Development Department 
(Shoreline Vegetative Buffers – October, 2003), they list the primary functions of shoreline buffers as: 
 

 filters overland runoff by slowing it down and allowing for infiltration 
 protects the shoreline bank from the cutting action of waves and stormwater 
 absorbs nutrients through uptake by vegetation 
 performs stormwater management by slowing overland flow 
 provides canopy and shade to moderate water temperature along the shoreline 
 provides food and habitat for wildlife 
 protects the market value of lakefront property and provides aesthetic value 

 
The following 2 figures provide an example of maintaining the understory fronting your property while 
still providing lake views. 



 W a t e r f r o n t  D e s i g n  i n  S E G U I N  T O W N S H I P  

 

 
Page 13

 
 

 
Understory maintained, erosion potential mitigated 

 
Lack of understory, erosion potential high 

 
3.7 Landscape Planning (Conservation and Renaturalization) 

You have the responsibility to take an active role in natural heritage conservation. Plant species that 
are native to the area, and adapted to the diverse weather and soil conditions, are found here. The use 
of non-native species may result in the aggressive spread of plants that will out-compete native species, 
and result in loss of habitat and food sources for wildlife.  

 
Think of your landscaping as an extension of the natural environment. A more naturalized approach to 
the design will help achieve a setting that attracts birds, butterflies and other wildlife, while improving 
water and air quality. Where possible, use native trees and shrubs, perennial flowers, and shade-
tolerant groundcover. The basic requirements to attract wildlife are food, water, shelter, and space. With 
a little bit of planning, everyone can maintain the existing natural heritage conditions on their property. 
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Local nurseries that specialize in native plants or a botanist can be a tremendous help in selecting the 
best types of plants for your landscaping. Remember to select a variety of plants (trees, shrubs, 
herbaceous plants) that range in size, form, rate of growth, light requirements, flowering times, colours, 
and food and cover for wildlife. Try to include both deciduous trees such as sugar maples and some 
coniferous evergreens.  

 
Once you have a list of plants, you can start adding them to your landscaping plan (see example below). 
The following information points will help with the design of your landscaping plan. 

 
 Deciduous trees planted on the south side of your home will provide shade in summer, yet allow 

sunlight through in the winter months. Next to the deciduous trees, several species of shrubs 
can be planted. 

 Avoid planting large growing trees near existing structures as the roots can damage foundations 
and patios. 

 Plant several small evergreens in clumps, or a larger evergreen together with two smaller ones.  
 Use these arrangements around the edges of your property and locate flower beds in between, 

or in front of tree/shrub groupings. 
 Small scale plans for each flower bed will allow you to develop each bed based on plant height, 

flowering time, colours and light requirements. 
 

 

Perhaps you have purchased a cottage or property where the previous owner preferred a manicured 
lawn, or an unobstructed view of the lake leaving nothing behind for the nature Seguin is famous for. 
Re-vegetating this area with native tree species is a great start for stabilizing soil erosion and starting 
the process of forest succession. Generally, the shade and conditions provided by the trees will 
influence native understory species to sprout. While this may diminish the overall view from your cottage 
over time, the cumulative effects on lake quality and the prevention of shoreline erosion make it a worthy 
trade.  
 

Example Landscaping Plan 
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3.7.1 Shrub/Tree Planting 

It is ideal to maintain naturally occurring vegetation around your property. If you decide to plant shrubs 
and/or trees to improve your landscaping, the following recommendations will help you increase the 
survival of those plants: 
 

 Woody species are best planted in early fall; 
 Evergreens should be watered deeply before the first winter frost to ensure roots do not freeze 

dry over the winter; and 
 If young evergreen species are planted in a windy/exposed area they would benefit from being 

wrapped for the first few winters until they have established themselves. This will prevent wind 
from desiccating the needles. 

The diagrams below will also assist in increasing the survival rate of any planted shrubs and trees: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next 2 sections provide you with a list of plant species to avoid and a list of native species and 
conditions where they prefer to grow.  
 
Hint – the Grow Me Instead Guide helps gardeners with a variety of native and non-native plants that 
do well in gardens in Ontario (www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca). 
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3.7.2 Invasive Species 

Be aware of and properly remove invasive species that can establish themselves in or around your 
property. These aggressive species can take over large areas and can displace more sensitive and 
diverse native plant species. Invasive species do not provide the proper quality or quantity of food and 
habitat for native wildlife and therefore, if they are allowed to spread, invasive species will degrade the 
quality of the natural areas. Species to avoid planting include: 
 

Black Locust 

European White Birch 

Manitoba Maple 

Purple Loosestrife as well as 

the following species: 

Black Alder Ground Elder  

Amur Honeysuckle   European Buckthorn  Garlic Mustard 

Norway Maple  Periwinkle Dog Strangling Vine 
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3.7.3 Native Species 

 
Native plants thrive in local soils and climate conditions and require less water and fertilizer than 
ornamental plants, making them more cost effective to maintain. A short list of species that are native 
to the Muskoka-Parry Sound area is provided below. 
 

Recommended Tree Species  
Botanical Name Common Name  
Acer saccharum Sugar Maple (Sh,Ds) 
Acer rubrum Red Maple (Sh, Ds) 
Acer saccharinum Silver Maple (Sh, Op, Sl) 
Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar (Op, Ds) 
Ostrya virginiana Ironwood (Sh, Ds) 
Pinus strobus Eastern White Pine (G) 
Populus grandidentata  Large-Toothed Aspen (G) 
Populus tremuloides Trembling Aspen (G) 
Quercus alba White Oak (Sh, Ds) 
Quercus rubra Red Oak (Ds) Basswood 
Tilia americana Basswood (Sh, Ds) 

 
 

Tsuga canadensis Eastern Hemlock (Sh, G) 
Thuja occidentalis Eastern White Cedar (G) 
  
Recommended Shrub Species Common Name 
Botanical Name 
Acer pensylvanicum 
Alnus incana 

Striped Maple (Ds) 

Speckled Alder (Ws) 
Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon Berry (Ds) 
Cornus alternifolia Alternate-Leaved Dogwood (Ds) Red Oak 
Cornus rugosa Round-Leaved Dogwood (Ds) 
Cornus racemosa Gray Dogwood (Ds) 
Cornus sericea Red Osier Dogwood(Ws) 
Craetagus mollis Downy Hawthorn (Ds) 

Diervilla lonicera Bush Honeysuckle(Ds) 

Dirca palustris Leatherwood(Ds) 

Hamamelis virginiana Witch Hazel (Ds) 

Juniperus communis Common Juniper (Ds) 

Physocarpus opulifolius Ninebark (Ds) Chokecherry 
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry (Ds) 
Prunus pensylvanica Pin Cherry (Ds) 
Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac(Ds) 
Ribes cynosbati Prickly Gooseberry(Ds) 
Rosa blanda Smooth Wildrose(Ds) 
Rubus allegheniensis Common Blackberry(Ds) 
  
  
  Pin Cherry 
Species preference legend: 
Op: Open area, Sh: Shaded area, Ws: Wetter soil, Ds: Drier Soil, Sl: Shoreline area, G: Generalist
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Recommended Shrubs Cont.  
Botanical Name Common Name 

 

Rubus strigosus Wild Red Raspberry(Ds) 
Sambucus canadensis American Elder(Ds) 
Sambucus pubens Red-Berried Elderberry(Ds) 
Sheperdia canadensis Buffaloberry(Ds) 
Viburnum acerifolium Maple-Leaved Viburnum(Ds) 
Viburnum trilobum Highbush Cranberry (Ds)  
  
Recommended Wildflowers 
Botanical Name Common Name 
Aquilegia canadensis Wild Columbine(Ds) 
Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed(Ds) 
Symphyotrichum cordifolium Heart-Leaved Aster(Ds) 
Symphyotrichum ericoides Heath Aster(Ds) 
Symphyotrichum laeve Smooth Aster(Ds) 
Eurybia macrophylla Large-Leaved Aster(Ds) 
Symphyotrichum novae-
angliae 

New England Aster(Ds) 
Common Strawberry 

Trillium grandiflorum White Trillium(Ds) 
Trillium erectum Red Trillium(Ds) 
Clintonia borealis Bluebead Lily(Ds) 
Anemone canadensis Canada Anemone(Ds) 
Echinacea purpurea Purple Cone Flower(Ds) 
Epilobium angustifolium Fireweed(Ds) 
Erythronium americanum Trout Lily(Ds) 
Fragaria virginiana Common Strawberry(Ds) 
Helianthus divaricatus Woodland Sunflower(Ds) 
Iris versicolor Blueflag Iris(Ws, Sl) Wild Bergamot 
Lilium philadelphicum Wood Lily(Ds) 
Mitchella repens Partridgeberry(Ds) 
Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot(Ds) 
Polygonatum pubescens Solomon’s Seal(Ds) 
Ratibida pinnata Yellow Cone Flower 
Rudbeckia hirta Black-Eyed Susan(Ds) 
Smilacina stellata Starry False Solomon’s 

Seal(Ds) 
Solidago bicolor Silverrod(Ds) 
Solidago caesia Blue-Stemmed Goldenrod(Ds) 
Solidago juncea Early Goldenrod(Ds) Black-Eyed Susan 

Species preference legend: 
Op: Open area, Sh: Shaded area, Ws: Wetter soil, Ds: Drier Soil, Sl: Shoreline area, G: Generalist
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4. RESOURCES: 

Backyard Conservation Site by the USDA Natural Resources Service web page: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/home/?cid=nrcs143_023574 
 
Canadian Housing Information Centre (CHIC) healthy landscaping web page: 
http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/popup/hhtoronto/land.html  
 
The Canadian Wildlife Federation Wild about Gardening web page: 
http://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore-our-work/connecting-with-nature/in-the-garden/ 
 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry web page: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-natural-resources-and-forestry 
 
The Natural Heritage Information Centre (for Ontario) web page: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/natural-heritage-information-centre 
 
Ontario Nature Backyard Habitats brochure online: 
https://www.ontarionature.org/discover/resources/PDFs/id_guides/backyard.pdf 
 
Natural Invaders brochure online: 
https://www.ontarionature.org/discover/resources/PDFs/id_guides/natural_invaders.pdf 
 
Grow Me Instead Booklet: 
http://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca.php56-30.ord1-1.websitetestlink.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/07/GMI-Booklet_FINAL-FOR-WEB_May132016.pdf 




